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Stay in touch with the latest 

happenings with Chapter A by 

checking out our website at 

www.wingnuts-coa.com or the 

blog at http://wingnuts-

coa.com/blog 

 

You will be glad you did!  

Directors Corner  

By Carl & Becky Manning 

As Iôve told many of you in the past, the most difficult part of the job of 

Chapter Director is coming up with ideas to write in the monthly Newslet-

ter.  In the past I wrote a series of articles about ñPlanning a group rideò.  

Coming up short of ideas again, I decided to write another series.  While I 

know that Becky and I are not the most widely travelled couple in the chap-

ter, last year we did complete riding in the last four of the contiguous forty-

eight states.  Since my first fiasco in an attempt to plan a long trip in 1998 

to the Pacific Northwest, we have learned a lot about planning and imple-

menting trips and have seen many sights and fascinating places that we 

probably never would have travelled to, had we not decided to vacation on 

our Gold Wing. 

 

Therefore I am going to start a series on ñPlaces we have visitedò.  Hope-

fully, in the reading, you will find something that will spark your interest in 

taking a ñlong tripò on your Gold Wing, and decide to hit the open road.  

Most of us know about and have visited many of the interesting places in 

Colorado, so I wonôt discuss those.  Each article will not necessarily be in 

any chronological sequence, or necessarily getting gradually farther from 

home.  Rather they will be in random order as the mood hits me to write 

about them. 

 

My first place to discuss is fairly close to home and is the Kansas Cosmos-

phere, located at 1100 N. Plum, Hutchinson, KS, 67501.  We first visited 

the Cosmosphere on September 10, 2005 on our way home from a trip to 

Arkansas, Louisiana, and Missouri.  The Cosmosphere is affiliated with the 

Smithsonian Institution, and is the largest space Museum west of the Mis-

sissippi River, and contains the largest collection of Soviet space artifacts 

outside of the old Soviet Union. 
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At the Cosmosphere there is a planetarium, and an IMAX 

theater as well as several galleries of space artifacts start-

ing with the early days of rocketry in the German Gallery. 

Rare V-1 and V-2 rockets highlight this World War II ex-

hibit, demonstrating how V-2 technology made space ex-

ploration possible. 

 

Moving from the German Gallery, one enters the Cold War 

Gallery where there are on display a Sonic Wind II Rocket 

Sled, a Redstone Atomic Warhead, a Sputnik I flight ready 

back-up capsule, a Sputnik II engineering model, an Ex-

plorer satellite, and a replica Bell X-1 Rocket Plane used in 

the movie ñThe Right Stuffò.   

 

After the ñCold War Galleryò, one enters the Mollett Early 

Space flight Gallery, where you can observe a Flown Lib-

erty Bell 7 Mercury spacecraft, a flown Gemini X space-

craft, a flown unmanned Russian Vostok, and a 109-foot 

Titan rocket that was a flight ready back-up 

 

Moving on in time is the Apollo Gallery, where there is the 

actual flown Apollo 13 command module ñOdysseyò along 

with some Apollo Space Suits, One of two Apollo ñwhite 

roomsò, an Apollo 11 moon rock, and a scaled lunar mod-

ule and lunar rover replicaôs. 

 

If this interests you, and you should decide to check this 

site out, there are several routes that can be travelled, but I 

would plan on at least a three day trip.  One day each way 

for travel, and then a full day at the Cosmosphere. 

 

Happy Riding! 

Wild Animal Sanctuary Ride 

by Rodger Kruger 

 

On Saturday, June 5th, a small group of seven 

met at the "Pepper Pod" in Hudson for breakfast 

before we went to the Wild Animal Sanctuary, a 

few miles from Hudson, CO.   It was an amazing 

sight to see 200 plus lions, tigers, bears, leop-

ards, mountain lions, wolves and other large car-

nivores roaming on 320 acres out in the plains of 

eastern Colorado.   In June they celebrated their 

30th year of rescuing wild animals, that  people 

get as pets when they are small and forget they 

grow up to be very large and can no longer keep 

them.   We were fortunate to be there at feeding 

time.   They feed over 14,000 pounds of meat, 

fruits and vegetables each week.   Take a trip to 

eastern Colorado some day and check it 

out.   Learn more on their website -  

www.wildanimalsanctuary.org        

A Special Thanks to Our New Associate Directors! 

 

Kraig and Linda White have agreed to help out with the running of our Chapter. Kraig and Linda have been significant 

contributors in the past and we thank them for expanding their participation in this way. Please be sure to say thanks 

the next time you see them! 

http://www.wildanimalsanctuary.org/

