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As we proceed into the new 

riding season with GWRRA, I 

ask myself how can we best 

represent our motto, òFriends 

for Fun, Safety and 

Knowledgeó. 

  

 Friends for Fun: Out of all of 

these values, I think this one is 

the easiest to achieve. We al-

ready enjoy getting together as 

a group and sharing our lives ... 

and ice cream. Well, and we 

enjoy riding on those things we 

call motorcycles.  

  

 Can we find new places to ride 

to or just re-visit some fun and 

familiar places? Maybe we 

could ride to the Four Corners 

Monument located at 36Á59ɦ

56.31532ɧN 109Á02ɦ42.62019ɧ

W.4. Or we could ride the Peak

-to-Peak Highway; we have an 

infinitesimal number of choic-

es in this great state we call 

home. 

  

 Safety: As a chapter, we do 

have some responsibilities, and 

we need to continue to live up 

to our values. We can do this 

by being ambassadors of the 

Rider Education Program. This 

is as easy as riding safely and 

wearing the proper gear, and 

keeping your REP levels cur-

rent. It is to our benefit. 

  

 Knowledge: A commodity we 

can all benefit from, whether it 

is to enrich our lives or some-

one elseõs. Knowledge can 

prevent injury and/or death, 

and GWRRA has many tools 

to enhance your knowledge 

and opportunities for you to 

share what you have learned 

with others. The Leadership 

Training Program focuses on 

leadership and life skills. We 

must not forget the òMotorist 

Awareness Divisionó which 

focuses on making motorists 

aware of motorcycles, and to 

help prevent motorcycle acci-

dents. So, as you go about your 

day, if you see something that 

we could learn from, make a 

note of it so you can share that 

with the rest of us so we can all 

benefit. 

-Kraig 
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Stay in touch with 
whatôs going on at 

Chapter A by checking 
out our website at 

www.wingnuts -
coa.com . 

 

Blog about all of your 
rides at  

http://wingnuts -
coa.com/blog  
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Street Survival 2012  

 

We all want to stay alive on the 

road!! Hey, who doesnôt? This 

monthôs article will be about tips 

and suggestions I found with the 

help of our insurance studies and 

some well known facts. The roar of 

our motorcycles will shortly be in 

the air. With the economy where it 

is, we seek to save by riding our 

two wheel dreams to look for lower 

cost transportation. According to 

the Governors Highway Safety As-

sociation, the number of motorcy-

cle fatalities decreased in 2010 

ending 11 years of straight increas-

es, primarily due to the increase of 

motorcycle awareness ads that 

were put out there for everyone to 

see. Although things are improv-

ing, there were still 4762 motorcy-

clists killed last year. Motorcyclists 

make up 14% of all deaths from 

motor vehicle crashes. Of all mo-

torcycle crashes 35% involved 

speed, so please slow down, enjoy 

your ride, not make it a percent-

age. The national Highway Safety 

Board has listed some tips for us, 

Wear your HELMET!!!  Donôt drink 

and ride. Some tips for four wheel-

ers, just because a motorcycle has 

his flasher on that they may be 

turning, some of the bikes flashers 

do not self cancel; they forget to 

turn them off. Please allow more 

distance between you and the bike 

because they can stop faster and 

shorter than a car can. Always give 

the bike full lane usage as pot 

holes and other conditions in the 

lane make them move around in 

the lane more. A good rule for driv-

er ñLook Twice, Save a Life, Motor-

cycles Are Everywhereò. States 

with decreased motorcyclist fatali-

ties suggested several explana-

tions, including higher priority for 

motorcycle safety education, pub-

licity and enforcement with in-

creased motorcyclists training and 

poor cycling weather. States with 

increased fatalities cited more mo-

torcycle travel, lower helmet use, 

and good weather.  

Here are some helmet laws; how-

ever, do we really need to review 

them?  Laws requiring all motorcy-

clists to wear a helmet are in place 

in 20 states and the District of Co-

lumbia. Laws requiring only some 

motorcyclists to wear a helmet are 

in place in 27 states. There is no 

motorcycle helmet use law in 3 

states (Illinois, Iowa, and New 

Hampshire).  

Helmets do wear out and need to 

be replaced.  

Time Frame  

Replace helmets that have any 

kind of noticeable damage immedi-

ately. Cracks and chips can indicate 

reduced structural integrity and 

can lead to serious injury if worn 

during an accident. Replace hel-

mets without obvious damage eve-

ry two to four years, according to 

the Motorcycle Safety Foundation.  

Not -So-Gentle Aging  

Helmets are made out of materials 

that slowly deteriorate over time. 

This material begins to break down 

through use, heating and cooling. 

Chin straps begin to fray with con-

stant use, making them more sus-

ceptible to breakage. The glues, 

resins and material used when the 

helmet was constructed will also 

begin to break down, adding to 

more discomfort and less protec-

tive qualities. If a helmet becomes 

loose, do not attempt to replace 

the padding. Purchase a new one 

instead.  

Maintaining a Helmet  

To ensure your helmet needs re-

placement only after its maximum 

lifespan, take care in maintaining 

it. Never drop a helmet and, if you 

accidentally do, make sure to in-

spect it completely for signs of spi-

derweb cracks and chips. Helmets 

can usually be brought to a manu-

facturer for inspection and, some-

times, repair. Take advantage of 

this service if possible. In addition, 

make sure to keep the interior of 

the helmet clean. Sweat and heat 
(Continued on page 3) 

Rider Education  
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